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Re: Update on In-Person Worship and Gatherings

mrobinson <mrobinson@bus.illinois.edu>
Wed 1/13/2021 9:57 AM
To:  mrobinson <mrobinson@bus.illinois.edu>

Announcement to IGRC - Jan. 12, 2021

Bishop Frank J. Beard and
members of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference Extended
Cabinet are announcing today the
lifting of suspension of in-person
worship in churches and moving
back to regional mitigation based
upon four metrics:
 

Test positivity rate of less
than 12 percent, based upon
a 7-day rolling average
Hospital bed availability of
more than 20 percent in
Intensive Care Units, based
upon a 3-day rolling average
Hospital medical and
surgical bed availability of
more than 20 percent,
based upon a 3-day rolling
average
A decrease in Covid-19 patients in the hospital, based upon a 7-day
rolling average
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As a result, based upon today’s metrics in these four areas, Regions 2, 3 and 7
will move from Tier 3 mitigations to Tier 2 effective immediately. Regions 4, 5
and 6 remain in Tier 3 mitigations until the metrics meet guidelines outlined in
the IGRC Pressing On document found at:
https://www.igrc.org/coronavirus
 
For those moving to Tier 2:

For regular worship gatherings, churches are strongly recommended but
not required to limit their gatherings to 25 people or 25% of the room
capacity, whichever is smaller
For all other gatherings, including funerals and weddings, gatherings
should be limited to 10 people or less
Church buildings can open with staff working the offices
In all situations, masks are required without a doctor’s certification that
the person is exempt and social distancing of 6 feet or more should be
observed.

For those remaining in Tier 3:

For the good of the congregation and community, churches are very
strongly recommended not to hold in-person worship gatherings indoors
or outdoors
Churches may gather for Drive In worship services in groups of any size
with proper distancing (See guidelines in this document for details)
Church buildings should close, and staff should work from home, except
for essential and minimum basic operations that need to be conducted in
the building

 
Information on the four metrics per region may be obtained by
visiting: https://dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics Because the metrics are fluid,
it is possible that a region that moves from one level of mitigation, may return
to that stricter mitigations if regions begin showing figures that no longer meet
the metrics. These metrics are updated daily and it is advised to check them
regularly for the latest information.
 
Bishop Beard announced Nov. 17 the suspension of all in-person worship
through Dec. 13, in an effort to mitigate a pandemic surge. On Dec. 9, Bishop
Beard extended the suspension indefinitely.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YUzKcfXc7k-uHN7-SCet6e6AygQO94SOhYZtn_0wXNT4MkOOLcHvNpXkIviu0refhvGSHJHLX2C-wFMYP2wJXe0EiXt-HbH7M5KH6mWhz7SCcRtMGQdunSplhyx1Q8ba6oPR9HEf5xf1kFkGxDkAic8M7UKiANUv5P2poc5N3RvlmOgcCYadWzv3wsDz7H4iU4R-IV2YcbPfR5Y4it-YOv0-eCoKZNz6bGUze9PDHcs=&c=V1ShPWaT8Yv5cT7JFcoWS80Sqr-0N0ceiYZbatnSeDaWT3IuFzSYfg==&ch=vX10wx9i6vCcE_m3Dem9ZFrfLwJKLwy96Y4IVmkniSqFEVqEzRh1kg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YUzKcfXc7k-uHN7-SCet6e6AygQO94SOhYZtn_0wXNT4MkOOLcHvNvT7aNffbVnL8gBKxYtsD8umZhFmUSM2NNcOGVqpwW8ofk3SNxqOvb55jp1STAkbfN-X49H39uWHXvgsolwDZckuc59_RH2BIw1C-Z99RtYb&c=V1ShPWaT8Yv5cT7JFcoWS80Sqr-0N0ceiYZbatnSeDaWT3IuFzSYfg==&ch=vX10wx9i6vCcE_m3Dem9ZFrfLwJKLwy96Y4IVmkniSqFEVqEzRh1kg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YUzKcfXc7k-uHN7-SCet6e6AygQO94SOhYZtn_0wXNT4MkOOLcHvNmDNwenUGgZC6zyBUKCifRvmapvj39J_hKxk5GHojELUgUZZS2FhQ0Sq264nqIlZZuak9CM8vZmm76R_4l5e2qzaqkT66sigSFeD1OnjvYtP&c=V1ShPWaT8Yv5cT7JFcoWS80Sqr-0N0ceiYZbatnSeDaWT3IuFzSYfg==&ch=vX10wx9i6vCcE_m3Dem9ZFrfLwJKLwy96Y4IVmkniSqFEVqEzRh1kg==
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Current metrics by region as of Tuesday, Jan. 12 are as follows:
 
Region 2 – Moves to Tier 2 mitigation

11 consecutive days of positivity rates below 12 percent – MEETS
GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of ICU beds availability of greater than 20 percent –
MEETS GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of medical/surgical bed availability of greater than
20 percent – MEETS GUILDELINE
9 days of Covid-19 patient decreases – MEETS GUIDELINE

 
Region 3 – Moves to Tier 2 mitigation

11 consecutive days of positivity rates below 12 percent – MEETS
GUIDELINE
4 consecutive days of ICU beds availability of greater than 20 percent –
MEETS GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of medical/surgical bed availability of greater than
20 percent – MEETS GUIDELINE
9 days of Covid-19 patient decreases – MEETS GUIDELINE

 
Region 4 – Remains in Tier 3 mitigation

1 days of positivity rates below 12 percent – DOES NOT MEET
GUIDELINE
5 consecutive days of ICU bed availability under 20 percent – DOES
NOT MEET GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of medical/surgical bed availability under 20 percent
– DOES NOT MEET GUIDELINE
4 days of Covid-19 patient decreases – DOES NOT MEET GUIDELINE

 
Region 5 – Remains in Tier 3 mitigation

8 consecutive days of positivity rates below 12 percent – MEETS
GUIDELINE
1 day of ICU bed availability under 20 percent – DOES NOT MEET
GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of medical/surgical bed availability greater than 20
percent – MEETS GUIDELINE
6 days of Covid-19 patient decreases – DOES NOT MEET GUIDELINE



/

 
Region 6 – Remains in Tier 3 mitigation

11 consecutive days of positivity rates below 12 percent – MEETS
GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of ICU bed availability greater than 20 percent –
MEETS GUIDELINE
1 day of medical/surgical bed availability greater than 20 percent – DOES
NOT MEET GUIDELINE
7 days of Covid-19 patient increases – DOES NOT MEET GUIDELINE

 
Region 7 – Moves to Tier 2 mitigation

11 consecutive days of positivity rates below 12 percent – MEETS
GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of ICU bed availability greater than 20 percent –
MEETS GUIDELINE
11 consecutive days of medical/surgical bed availability greater than 20
percent – MEETS GUIDELINE
8 consecutive days of Covid-19 patience decreases – MEETS
GUIDELINE
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