
Back in the 1990s, there was a big popular 

campaign in churches all across the nation 

that spurred a lot of thinking and reflec-

tion as Christians grappled with the tough 

issues of relating to a rapidly changing 

world.  It was the WWJD, or ñWhat 

Would Jesus Do?ò movement.  It lasted 

for quite a while, appearing on bracelets, 

church signs, and the like, but it fell out  

of favor with many because it just seemed 

too simpleésimplistic, some would say. 

As I have been reading, studying and 

praying about the difficult topics in our 

ñFacing RealityéChanging Perceptionsò 

sermon series that attempts to look at the 

stated perceptions many young adult 

ñoutsidersò have of Christians (e.g., too 

conflicted, too isolated, too political, too 

judgmental, too hypocritical, anti-

homosexual), the WWJD thing just keeps 

coming back to me again and again. 

As I come to some conclusions about how 

new perceptions can come about ï to the 

end that the Church can begin to connect 

with and engage young adults in a positive 

manner and so introduce them to the sav-

ing power of Jesus Christ ï I am struck by 

how, in the end, it really does boil down to 

something very simple: What Would Jesus 

Do?  There is deep spiritual truth in those 

four words, and if we all did truly just ask 

ourselves that question before speaking, 

before making decisions, before votingé

that would go a long way toward creating 

positive perceptions of Christians!  

WWJD still works! 

Part of what I have learned as I have 

mused about this issue and the WWJD 

approach is that the focus definitely needs 

to be on Jesus.  What would Jesus do?  

Not what someone says about Jesus, not 

what may be thought about Jesuséand 

certainly (and here, please donôt cringe!) 

not the Apostle Paul!  Iôve discovered 

that at least some of the perceptions held 

by young adult outsiders about Chris-

tians are the result of our confusing,  

or even substituting, Paul for Jesus. 

Paul was a great man of God, to be sure, 

but he was not Jesus.  Paul was a sinful 

human being, and though he was very 

dramatically redeemed and anointed an 

apostle, and gave his life for the cause  

of Christ, he remained a product of his 

culture and his environmentéand some-

times he was just plain wrong when he 

said some things.  Wrong not about  

matters of faith and oneôs relationship  

to God through Jesus Christéoh, no! 

But sometimes wrong ï by his own  

admission ï when it came not to spiritual 

matters, but matters social or cultural in 

nature.  

One truth of Biblical study is that, as 

Christians, we always interpret the Old 

Testament in light of the New Testa-

ment.  Another way to phrase that would 

be this: If you want to fully understand 

the nature of God, especially the God of 

the Old Testament, then you need to look 

at Godôs full revelation of himself in 

Jesus.  Doing so reveals the fact that the 

writers and actors of old sometimes 

grossly misunderstood the true nature of 

God!  Jesus, as recorded in the four Gos-

pels, is the ñcorrectiveò to those mistakes 

ï and adds new and a more loving and 

graceful meaning to the texts as well. 

The same is true of Paul (and other New 

Testament letter writers).  The apostle 
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may say something, and say it as if it is 

eternal truth, but everything he says must 

always be tested by what Jesus said ï or 

did not say ï about it.  And when it con-

tradicts something that Jesus might have 

said, either directly or by inference as he 

related to the people around him as God 

in the flesh, then Jesus must always take 

precedence. 

SoéIôve decided to challenge myself 

over the next four months and absolutely 

concentrate on Jesus.  I need to know 

even better what Jesus said and where he 

stood on issues both spiritual and social, 

so in February, Iôm going to read ï and 

reread, and reread, and reread ï the Gos-

pel of Mark (the earliest one written).  Iôll 

spend 20 minutes each day just doing that 

as a part of my devotional study.  Then in 

March, Iôm going to read ï and reread ï 

Matthew.  In April, it will be Luke, and in 

May, John. 

Maybe this is a challenge you might want 

to take up yourself!  Againéif you want 

to know God, then look at Jesus.  If you 

want to truly seek Godôs guidance in your 

life, then you have to know first and fore-

most what Jesus said and did and thought 

and believed.  And the best way to find 

that out is from his own words in the four 

Gospelséimperfect as they are! 

WWJD still works!  I want to make it 

work better in my own life.  How  

about you? 

Encouragingly yours, 

Glen Bocox, Senior Pastor 

 

 

Mahomet United Methodist Church  

The Circuit Rider 
Connection 
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My next sermon, on February 5th, is 

about the perception that Christians in 

the United States are too judgmental, 

and how that turns off many young 

adults in our society.  Statistics bear out 

that this perception of being judgmental 

is a huge negative in the churchôs ability 

to reach teens and young adults, and as a 

young adult (at least according to statis-

tical categories for a few more years) 

that seems to mesh with my world view 

and experiences as well.   

The problem, however, when talking 

about being judgmental as a sinful ac-

tion that drives people away from the 

church is I feel that I am judging those 

who judge too much, so I feel like a 

hypocrite talking about it.   

Perhaps we can frame the discussion 

about being judgmental another way. 

Maybe the key is we need to not jump to 

conclusions when we meet a person, but 

rather really get to know a person.  In 

preparation for my sermon, I was read-

ing of a conversation an author had with 

a church goer who believed that anyone 

with a tattoo had some deep emotional 

problems and needed Jesus to get over 

their emotional illness.  This man saw a 

tattoo on a personôs body, something 

that is extremely common for people my 

age, and took that to mean that all peo-

ple with tattoos were emotionally unbal-

anced and didnôt have God in their lives.  

Thatôs a pretty big conclusion to jump 

to.  Itôs irresponsible to make a blanket 

statement about 100,000,000 Americans 

just based on an aspect of their appear-

ance, and frankly, itôs an offensive state-

ment, too.    

The thing is I know Iôve jumped to con-

clusions.  When I was a frosh in high 

school, I told someone that adultery was 

unforgivable by God because I got it in 

my head I knew what God thought about 

it. Boy, was I wrong.  When I was older, 

I offended a friend by talking far too 

broadly about what having faith in God 

said about a personôs worth.  I could go 

on and on about the mistakes Iôve made.   

We need to stop jumping to conclusions, 

whether itôs on a local level (people be-

ing accused of crimes that would have 

serious jail time as part of idle gossip, 

something Iôve seen a few times recently 

here in Mahomet) or on a world level 

(assuming all people with tattoos, body 

piercings or a black wardrobe are emo-

tionally disturbed).  Jesus didnôt jump to 

conclusions, at least rarely so. Rather, he 

got to know people and didnôt offer criti-

cism until he actually knew who a per-

son was and what they valued.  I am 

working towards that, to stop jumping to 

conclusions.  I think the more we as  

 

Christians listen to others, know their 

stories and what makes them who they 

are, and understand their lives, the more 

we follow the teachings of Jesus; while 

the more we leap to a conclusion about 

who a person is based on their neighbor-

hood, their appearance, etc., the more 

we ignore the words of Christ.  Jumping 

to conclusions drives people away from 

the church by making them feel un-

welcome and causes us to miss out on 

possibly meaningful friendships,  

friendships that could have a profound 

positive influence on our lives.   

Letôs stop jumping this month and also 

work to help each other stop jumping to 

conclusions.  It might be we will meet 

someone who enriches our life who we 

would have turned our back on before. 

Maybe if we stop our idle jumping, it 

will help us witness to someone about 

the love of God shown in Christ Jesus.     

Pastor Jôs Reflections 

ñDonôt judge, so that you wonôt be judged. 2Youôll receive the same judgment you give. Whatever you deal out 

will be dealt out to you. 3Why do you see the splinter thatôs in your brotherôs or sisterôs eye, but donôt notice 

the log in your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother or sister, óLet me take the splinter out of your eye,ô 

when thereôs a log in your eye? 5You deceive yourself! First take the log out of your eye, and then youôll see 

clearly to take the splinter out of your brotherôs or sisterôs eye.ò   (Matthew 7:1-5, Common English Version) 

 

Annual Chili and Pie Night 
 

Chili Cook-Off & Supper 

Pie Baking Contest & Sale 
 

Saturday March 10, 5ï7 pm, Mahomet United Methodist Church 
 

$7 per person for all the chili and pie you can eat.  Children aged 5 and underïfree 
 

Chili Cook Off & Pie Baking Contestsð  

Entry fee: $5 per pot of chili entered & $5 per pie entered.  Multiple entries are 

welcome. Bake extra pies and the entry fee is waived. Entry forms are available  

in the church office or contact Pastor J at jthompson@mumc.org  
 

Monetary prizes for the winners   
 

Baked goods will be for saleðplease donate your favorites  
 

Proceeds go to Intergenerational Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement, Kentucky  

 

Bring Your Friends Å Family Friendly Event Å Good Food & Lots of Fun! 
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SR. HIGH CALENDAR  

Youth Group  

Wednesday, 6-7 pm  

Come and join us as we talk about what 

it means to be a Christian in our world. 

Youth Service Night 

Wednesday, February 15 

Leave for Urbana, 6 pm 

Help Wesley Food Pantry get ready  

to give food to families in need 

Frozen yogurt to follow, return at  

8:15 pm 

Call or text Pastor Jeremiah  

(815-592-3764) if you plan to be there 

Youth Calendar February 2012 

Come, Know Christ Better  

and Change Our World !!!  

Confirmation and High School  
Youth Retreat 

 

Friday, March 23-Sunday, March 25 

East Bay Camp, Bloomington, IL 

See more information below. 

JR. HIGH CALENDAR  

Youth Group 

Wednesday, 6-7 pm 

Discussion & games 

Join us for food, fun and to learn 

about God. 
 
 

Youth Service Night 

Wednesday, February 15 

Leave for Urbana, 6 pm 

Help Wesley Food Pantry get ready  

to give food to families in need 

Frozen yogurt to follow, return at  

8:15 pm 

Call or text Pastor Jeremiah  

(815-592-3764) if you plan to be there 

UPCOMING TOPICS FOR THE ADULT 
PROGRAM DURING FEBRUARY 
 

Feb 8 ï Drug Awareness, John Murphy,  
retired police officer 

Feb 15 ï Jay and Beryl Litchfield,  
Missionaries 

Feb 22 ï Pastor Jeremiah ï Ash Wednesday to 
begin Lentï kids and adults  

Feb 29 ïTBA 

Please Join Us!  
 

5 pm Big Fish Choir  

5 pm Game Time  

5:30 pm Dinner  

6 pm Programs for 

Kids & Adults  

Prayer Partner Churches & Pastors  
 Please pray for the following United Methodist LaMoine River  
District churches and pastors: 
 

Feb.  5 ð Payson UMC and the Rev. Kathryn Herring 

Feb. 12 ð Pittsfield UMC and the Rev. Thomas A. Wilbur 

Feb. 19 ð Prairie Mission Coop. Parish (Oakford, Bath &  
Fairview UMCs) and the Rev. Judy Vidakovich 

Feb. 26ð Quincy Melrose Chapel & the Rev. William S. Renner 

Wanted ñLetters from Home  
Please continue to send  letters of encouragement to Pfc 

Jarod L. Klaus who is stationed in Afghanistan! 
 

Pfc Klaus, Jarod L 
1st LAR Bn,H & S Co. 
Unit 41240 
FPO AP 
96427-1240 

Confirmation and High School Youth Retreat    

Sometimes we all need to get away, away from our day to day world and 

day to day distractions, to spend some time listening to God and trying to 

hear what call God is putting on our lives.  We all need to do this regard-

less of our age.  Our confirmation students and our High School youth are 

invited to participate in a retreat in March to help us get away from all the 

distractions and maybe hear what God is saying to us.   

 

The retreat (which if successful we hope to make a yearly event) will be 

Friday, March 23 through Sunday, March 25, at East Bay Campground in 

Hudson, IL north of Bloomington.   While we are there we will have talks, 

small groups, worship, tons of games, lots of time to pray, and also time to 

just have some fun.  Meals will be provided for us at the camp dining hall. 

 

The cost for the retreat is $50 per person.  All of our confirmation students 

and High School students are invited to participate.  We donôt want money 

to be a major issue, so if someone would like to participate but canôt afford 

the full amount, please contact Pastor Jeremiah.  We ask the whole church 

to pray for the success of this retreat and we ask anyone who is interested 

in helping to sponsor the retreat to please talk to Pastor J.   

 

We hope this will be a moving time for our youth to grow in their faith.  

So come and join us on this weekend away! 
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MAHOMET  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  
 
 

Joanna Circle ~ Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 pm 

  Devotions & Program: Geraldine Hickle 

  ñCall to Prayer and Self Denialò 

Hostess: Cindy Dodd 
 

UMW General Meeting ~ Thursday, March 1, 1 pm 

  Devotions & Program: Lynn Bobzin  

Hostesses: Pam Parker, Jane Fisk 

 

 

Bible One-Year Reading Plan 
 

The Illinois Great Riverôs Conference Cabinet and our 

Spiritual Life Team encourage all of us to take part in this event. 

 
 The Law History Psalms Poetry Prophets Gospels Epistles 

Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 28 (2/05)   Lev 

13-15 

2 Kgs 

6-10 

Pss 

81-83 

Prov 

10-11 

Ezek 

25-30 

Luke 

19-20 

Col 

1-2 

 29 (2/12)   Lev 

16-18 

2 Kgs 

11-15 

Pss 

84-86 

Prov 

12 

Ezek 

31-36 

Luke 

21-22 

Col 

3-4 

 30 (2/19)   Lev 

19-21 

2 Kgs 

16-20 

Pss 

87-89 

Prov 

13-14 

Ezek 

37-42 

Luke 

23-24 

1 Thess 

1-3 

 31 (2/26)   Lev 

22-24 

2 Kgs 

21-25 

Pss 

90-92 

Prov 

15 

Ezek 

43-48 

John 

1-2 

1 Thess 

4-5 

 32 (3/04)   Lev 

25-27 

1 Chr 

1-4 

Pss 

93-95 

Prov 

16 

Dan 

1-6 

John 

3-4 

2 Thess 

 

        

$10 A WEEK 

BUILDS OUR FUTURE 

1/29/12 

$145,422 

 

2012 BULLETIN SPONSORS NE EDED Signup 

Sheet Is On the Welcome Center  

Dates Open for Bulletin Sponsors:  
 

February 26 

April 1, 8, 22 
May 13, 20, 27 

September 30 

November 18 

December 16 
Christmas Eve: 10:30 

 

Church Office Closed 
Monday, February 20, 2012 

In honor of Presidentôs Day 
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Menôs Winter Bible Study  
Men, movie, why not?????  The Annual Men's Bible 

Study will take on a different look this year.  We will 

watch some movies and discuss various aspects of these 

films.  The format will be 

to watch half of a movie, 

have some discussion and 

finish the movie the second 

week.  Perhaps at the end of 

the "study" we will have an 

academy awards program.  

Why not, everybody else is 

having an awards show.  Maybe broad-

cast it on the local  cablevision station.  

Just imagine Bill Bobzin presenting the 

biggest sinner award, this of course after he 

walks down the red carpet.  Kinda takes your breath 

away.  Do not miss out on this adventure.  First movie 

will be Courageous, a great Christian movie about men 

standing up for what is right in all aspects of their lives.  

The sessions will start on February 12 at 6:30 pm at the 

church and run every Sunday night for who knows how 

long.  If you have a movie you would like to see with 

other Mahomet UMC men or anyone, come and share. 

Community Bible Study 

 
Wednesday Bible Study (aka  ñCommunity Bible Studyò) is studying 

Angels ï a Life Guide Bible Study by Douglas Connelly.  This study 

explores what the Bible really says about angels, including their ser-

vice to God and their ministry to people.   Features of the study in-

clude questions for starting group discussions and for meeting God in 

personal reflection.  The cost of the paperback is $8.  The study is 

eight weeks in duration. 

 

On each Wednesday beginning February 8, there are two times to 

choose from:  1:30 ï 2:30 pm in the Mahomet United Methodist 

Church Conference  Room, or  6 ï 7 pm in the Mahomet United 

Methodist Church Library. 

 

To join the afternoon group, please call Linda Walker at 586-5109. 

For the evening group we have five women registered, ages ranging 

from ñ40ish to 60ishò and would be happy to have you - of any age - 

join us.  Please call Joyce Bender Schmale at 217-586-7970 or email 

jbschmale@soltec.net. 

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM NEEDS SMALL GROUP INFORMATION 

Our Discipleship Team is asking for your help.  We are seeking to compile 

information about the various small groups, Sunday School Classes, Bible  

studies, etc. that people in our church are involved with or have been involved 

with.  We are hoping to put this information together to be able to let more  

people know what small groups are available and also use it to help get an 

idea what other sorts of small groups people would be interested in.   

 

If you are involved in any sort of Christian small group or study,  

please let us know by sending an email to Pastor Jeremiah at  

jthompson@mumc.org or contact him by calling 217-586-2147  

with the following information: 

The name of the group 

When you meet 

Where you meet 

What you are studying right now 

How large is your group? 

Is the group or study accepting new people to join? 
 

If you have been in a small group or study in the past, please again let us know the following: 

When were you meeting? 

What was the group and what were you studying? 

Would you be interested in joining another group?   

If so what are some topics, parts of the Bible, issues, etc. you would be interested in? 
 

Thanks for your help in advance.  This information will be extremely helpful to our Discipleship Team  

as we seek to grow as disciples and organize activities to further that mission of our church.   
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Thanks for Christmas Bags  
 
Thank you so much for all the hospital visits, cards, phone calls,  

and most of all prayers, during and since Arlonôs latest hospi-

talization.  We have been overwhelmed since his stroke a year 

ago by all the kindnesses afforded us.  Given the state of the 

world we sometimes forget how basically good people are and 

how willing they are to help when they see a need. Our church 

family has been wonderful, community members have been 

wonderful, and perfect strangers have reached out to assist us.  

Arlon continually says people arenôt getting the recognition they 

deserve for the kind and wonderful things they do and that they 

certainly do deserve it. We are forever grateful and humbled. 
 

Arlon and Judy McGuire 
 

***  
 

Mahomet UMC Members, 
 

Thank you so much for remembering me with the special  

Christmas bag.  I am enjoying all of the goodies and holiday 

wishes.  It is always good to hear from my friends in Mahomet. 
 

Happy Holidays, 

Erma Wood 
 

***  
 

Thank you so very much for the wonderful gift bag.  The cards 

were so nice to receive and of course, I enjoyed all of the treats. 

It is great to be remembered. 
 

Thank you, 

Orville Grove 
 

***  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Many, many thanks for the bag full of cards, snacks, gloves and 

enough books of puzzles to last a long time.  Especially appreci-

ated was the visit from Sandy Miller. 
 

Many blessings to you all. 

Bob and Pat OôNeal 
 

***  
 

Dear Friends at Mahomet UMC, 
 

Thank you so much for the bag of goodies at Christmas.   

Hubert went through the gifts as if it were a big Christmas 

Stocking.  Sue Welke and I enjoyed watching him.   Goodies 

were of many varieties including the card Iôm using to write on.  

Thanks for the many visits, cards, gifts, phone calls and most of 

all your prayers.   
 

Love, 

Peggy and Hubert too 

 

 

Thank You  
 
Dear Angel  Ministry, 

 

Thank you so much for all the meals that were cooked for our  

family and delivered to our home after the birth of our son, 

Henry Jameson, on November 6th.  We greatly appreciate the 

time and effort that went into preparing the delicious meals.  

This is a wonderful ministry that I am proud to be a part of. 

 

Thanks again, 

Jessica & Kevin Dyer & boys 

 

***  
 
Rev. Bocox and the Mahomet UMC family, 

 

Sincere thanks to the Mahomet UMC family(ies) who opened 

their hearts along with many cards or a mention of concern and 

or caring comments.  A warm sense of belonging is so appreci-

ated and a true blessing, especially at this difficult time.  Rev. 

Bocox, could not have done a better job at my sister, Stephanie 

Wallaceôs graveside service which will always give me a very 

warm, positive feeling and for this, we all are truly blest.  

 

Fondly,  

Angie Risley and family 

 
***  

 
Dear Scholarship Committee, 

 

Thank you for your scholarship support.  I am currently com-

pleting my second junior semester at Millikin University where 

your aid is helping me to obtain books and other resources  

toward completion of my honors program senior research  

presentation.  The scholarship has also helped toward financing 

an apprenticeship course this previous summer for a natural  

building certification.  

 

Sincerely, 

Woodruff Boero 

 
***  

 
Dear Mahomet UMC, 

 

Please accept this ($600 check) as a token of our appreciation of 

your support to the Mahomet Diamond Dogs.  Being able to use 

your wonderful baseball diamond and your allowance of our  

upgrades is a huge help, not just to our program but to the areaôs 

youth as well.  We truly appreciate your generosity. 

 

Mahomet Diamond Dogs 
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FINANCE UPDATE  
 

At each of the services on Sunday January 21st, Jim Goss 

made a short presentation summarizing how our church fin-

ished 2011 and plans for 2012.  If you could not attend that 

service, this short announcement summarizes a couple of the 

key points.  The campaign to reduce our building debt re-

sulted in over $81,000 given to reducing our principal in 

2011.  That is fantastic!    Thank You! 
 

We finished the 2011 year with a deficit close to $19,000.  

The good news is that the 2011 budget was approved with a 

$24,000 deficit.  We ended slightly better than what was fore-

casted in late 2010. 
 

As many of you know, the 2012 budget was a very difficult 

process.   When we started the process in balancing the 2012 

budget, our expenses were $52,000 more than our income. 

Knowing that the 2011 year was probably going to end with a 

shortfall, the finance committee had to make some decisions 

to keep our mission viable in 2012 and in the future. The  

major impact was the salaries for our staff to remain flat for 

the 2012 calendar year as well as two positions (treasurer and 

adult choir director positions) were being eliminated in our 

church. 
 

Our pledged giving for 2012 is down roughly $15,000 

(results from our 2011 Consecration Sunday). It will take all 

of us to work together to improve our financial position.  The 

finance committee has made the commitment to keep the 

congregation informed of how we are tracking throughout  

the year. 

 

 

Helping Hands Statistics for 2011 
 

First of all, Mahomet Helping Hands 

is most grateful for the continuing 

and increased support of Mahomet 

UMC.  Our congregation donated 

2,024 pounds of food and $3,300 in 

2011.  Many thanks to all who were 

part of these numbers! 
 

Helping Hands activity during 2011 included the following. 
 

Monthly averages: 
 

80 families served at monthly food giveaways  ï 157 

adults, 107 children (The number of families served  

increased from 75 in June to 102 in December.) 
 

Food for monthly giveaways ï Purchased $1,934;  

donated $531 (2,309 pounds @ $.23 per pound); total 

$2,465 
 

In addition, Christmas gifts were given to 142 children.  

Throughout the year, $645 was spent for emergency food 

given to 59 families. 

Bowl For Liberia  

Saturday, February 25, 2012 at 4 pm 

Arrowhead Lanes, Champaign 

$20 Per Bowler Å Free Shoe Rental 

Contact Henry Miller to register 

your church ñ 217-637-4357,  or  

ibtid@netzero.net 

 

Win Prizes!  

Bowl 3 games of 9 -pin-no-tap (that means 9 pins 

count as a strike).  

Prizes will be awarded for the winning team for each 

game and for the series.  
 

Even if you're a terrible bowler, you'll STILL have a chance 

to win prizes.  
 

Colored pins will appear randomly in the frames, and  

getting a strike or a spare with colored pins will also  

qualify you to win prizes! 
  

Reach Out To Friends Who Donõt Go To Church! 

Teams of 6 are now being formed. Just get 3 members of 

your church together and invite 3 non-attenders to join 

you to bowl. 
  

Help Liberia!  

All proceeds will help send a badly-needed pickup truck 

to Liberia. You can also learn how to donate clothes and 

other items to Liberia. 

Family Prayer Calendar ð 
February Calendars Are  

on the Welcome Center 
 

The Spiritual Life Team realizes that daily 

prayer is not only important but essential to  

our very being.  We are resurrecting our  

commitment to pray for each and every  

family in the Mahomet United Methodist Church community.  

Each month you will receive a calendar with names of your  

Mahomet United Methodist family.  It is our hope that you will 

pray daily for the person or persons listed on each day of the 

month.  By the end of November,  we will have prayed for  

every person in our church.  We hope to add new people as they 

arrive...so, please covenant to pray daily for your brothers and 

sisters of the Mahomet United Methodist Church.  We need to 

continue to be a family that prays for one another.  Scripture 

reminds us in Luke 18:1ï Then Jesus told his disciples a parable 

to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  

Join us in this prayer adventure...Imagine one person praying for 

you...now multiply that by several hundred.  What a difference 

prayer can make in our very lives. 
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Mahomet UMCðCOUNCIL MINUTES ðDecember 8, 2011 

Present:  Rev. Glen Bocox, Pastor Jeremiah Thompson, Rob Parker, Sandy Miller, Joyce Herriott, Alice Nelson, 

Kim Wade, Pam Parker, Sandi Yarnell, Dick Steeves, Dave Byers, Andy Nelson, Imogene James, Laura Parrett 

1)  Call to Order - Rob Parker 

 

2)  Bible Study - 3 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 

Revelation 22:18-19.  Theme:  Hard Issues. 

 

3)  October Council Minutes reviewed and approved 

as written.  (November meeting cancelled.) 

 

4)  Open Issues: 

 A. 2012 Budget - It did not become obvious un-

til late in the year that significant adjustments 

would need to be made.  The ministers will 

not receive raises, programs and staff have 

been cut, including the Choir Director posi-

tion, and there is still a deficit of $10,000.  

We need to inform the congregation of this 

reality, so Andy and Rob will draft a letter, 

and it will be mentioned at each service to 

watch for this important information in the 

mail.   

  Dave Byers proposed we approve the 2012 

budget, seconded by Andy Nelson, motion 

carried. 

  

 B.   Church Council recessed, so could complete 

Charge Conference duties, including voting 

on pastoral compensation, membership  

cultivation report, and tax exclusion status.   

Paperwork signed, and Council called back 

to order. 

 

 C.   Financial Peace, community outreach pro-

gram - Fisher National Bank interested in 

sponsoring the program, so weôll work with 

them.  Plan to hold program at our church so 

we can provide child care. 

 

 D.  Debt Reduction Program.  Now will take  

focus off this program, in light of other 

budget constraints.  Red envelopes available 

in the Narthex. 

 

5)  New Business 

 A.   2012 Planning Retreat scheduled for 1/7/12, 

from 9-11am, at the church. 

 

 B.   Hospitality - Kim Wade working on this.  

Will have sign up at the Welcome Center, 

and send out emails.  Need extra help at 

Christmas services. Encourage everyone to 

greet others, show them around, and if  

service is crowded, want guests seated in  

the sanctuary. 

 

 C.   Discussed parking for seniors, and anyone 

who has difficulty getting in from the parking 

lot.  Will think about signs, or valet parking. 

 

 D.   Taking down the Christmas decorations -  

will plan to do after the Retreat 1/7/12. 

 

Closed with prayer, by Andy Nelson.                                

Next meeting, January 12, 2012 at 7pm.                   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura Parrett 
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