
Though the high cost of postage 

has shortened our Christmas 

card lists considerably, most of 

us still do send out a few cards, 

especially to people very dear to 

us.  But have you ever won-

dered how this practice began?  

The first Christmas card, as we 

know it, was designed in 1843 

by the artist J.C. Horsley and 

was about the size of a postcard.  

One thousand cards were litho-

graphed and hand-colored three 

years later for Sir Henry Cole, 

the first director of the South 

Kensington Museum, London. 

 

It shows a Victorian family celebrating  

the season, making a toast to the health of 

their family, friends, and nation.  Flanking 

the scene is the carrying out of the biblical 

concern for ñClothing the Naked and 

Feeding the Hungry.ò  Not a bad way  

to start an important tradition!  Now that 

tradition has taken a decidedly ñmodernò 

twist for many families as electronic 

greetings quickly take the place of greet-

ings sent by ñsnail mail.ò 

 

The thoughts and sentiments of the cards 

and greetings we send ï as well as the 

ñfamily updateò Christmas letters often 

included ï are important, to be sure.  It  

is a good thing to remember those friends 

and family who live far away, just to let 

them know they are being remembered 

and thought oféno one wants to be  

forgotten! 

 

But there is something we need to remem-

ber as we send our greetings, something 

so easily forgotten as we innocently seek 

to update those we love about the  

happenings of our lives.  What is that 

something?  It is simply this: Christmas 

is not all about us.  Christmas is about 

the birth of the Son of God, and isnôt it 

really joy and wonder and awe over that 

event, an event that changed the world, 

that we are really wanting to convey? 

 

You havenôt asked me for advice about 

this, but it is my job to give thought to 

these things, so allow me the privilege  

of sharing three reflections about the 

greetings you might send this year. 

 

First, as you select your cards (or your 

Christmas stationary, or your e-cards, or 

images and words that you will use to 

create your printed or on-line greetings), 

think about this: while Santas and trees 

and snow-covered scenes and cute forest 

animals are great, do they really send the 

message about Christôs birth that is be-

hind the season?  Yes, theyôre ñsafeò in 

nature, especially for your non-religious 

friends, but may I suggest that this may 

be an opportunity to quietly ï and just as 
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safely ï give witness to your 

Christian faith?  Or, in other 

words, would someone receiv-

ing your greeting be able to tell 

from it that you are a Christian?  

Something to think abouté 

 

And second, as you prepare to 

update friends and family about 

all the happenings that have 

occurred in your life during the 

past year, do you really want to 

make that Christmas letter 

sound either like a) a family 

ñbrag-fest,ò or b) a plea for 

sympathy for all your losses, surgeries, 

medical problems and heartaches?  Trust 

meéno one wants to read either kind! 

 

That is not to say that those things ï  

the celebrations and the losses ï are not 

important, however.  They are!  Itôs how 

you share them and that reason for shar-

ing them that makes all the difference.  

Consider the following two examples, 

both saying the same thing: 

 

Example 1: This past May, our oldest 

daughter Mary (who is on the deanôs list 

at Harvard Medical School and poised 

for a successful career with offers pour-

ing in from all over the country) married 

the man of her dreams, an Adonis of a 

Wall Street attorney soon to be made 

junior partner in a lucrative tax-shelter 

practice.  The wedding we hosted ï  

featuring 27 bridesmaids, a live 40-piece 

orchestra, and a 12-foot cake ï was held 

on the beach in Cancun with 500 of our 

closest friends present.  It was absolute 

perfection! 
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Iôve always liked British Comedy, as 

many of you are aware, since I often quote 

ñMonty Pythonò bits.  Fortunately, my 

wife Megan also likes British Comedy 

so weôve had a great time enjoying TV 

shows and movies together.  Megan is also 

an avid reader who introduced me to two 

great British comedic writers of the past 

30 years, Terry Pratchett and Neal  

Gammons. In addition to being terribly 

funny, they are also brilliant at dropping 

excellent social commentary into their 

novels and giving a very humorous, but 

also serious, commentary on society, 

religion, politics and human nature. 

 

As we were driving to the frozen north 

(read Central Wisconsin) for Thanks-

giving, we listened to a book by masters 

Gammon and Pratchett called Good 

Omens, a satire and comedic look at 

how people view the end of the world.   

Itôs irreverent and not for everyone, but 

in addition to providing many good 

laughs, it got me thinking, as I am sure 

the two authors intended.  In the book 

many people do whatôs unexpected and 

by doing that they save the worldð 

sort of.  I thought this message of people 

doing the unexpected seemed very  

appropriate for Christmas. 

 

Christmas is the ultimate in the un-

expected.  God, the most powerful entity 

in the universe, entered the world in the 

form of a lower-class (or lower-middle-

class at best) baby, born to two unknown 

parents in a town that most of the world 

had never heard of.  Through that seem-

ingly unimportant event, the entire 

course of human history, of the history 

of existence, changed.  On that first 

Christmas, this momentous event wasnôt 

announced to the Roman Emperor or 

other important people, but to some 

shepherds who may well have been 

slaves watching over sheep on a hillside.  

Thatôs unexpected.  In the most unex-

pected way imaginable, God set in mo-

tion the reconciliation of the world with 

God and the salvation of humanity from 

brokenness, emptiness, and sin. Thatôs 

unexpected! 

 

All this made me think about what it 

would look like to celebrate Christmas, 

the birth of Jesus, in some unexpected 

ways.  The expected way of celebrating 

Christmas, as far as I can tell from the 

commercials on TV, is to be as greedy, 

covetous, and materialistic as possibleð

to forget that Christmas has anything to 

do with Jesus, but rather see it as a time 

to buy things and possibly fight with 

each other (literally, physically fight 

with each other) for the best Christmas 

shopping deals.  I think if we all do 

whatôs expected, we only make our 

world a little dirtier, a little more  

unhappy, and move ourselves a little 

further from Godôs Son who is the real 

reason for the holiday. 

So letôs do the unexpected.  Letôs sacri-

fice a gift and give the money instead to 

Helping Hands, or Habitat for Human-

ity, or Heifer International.  Letôs sacri-

fice some time and write a Christmas 

card to the loneliest person in the office 

or at school.  Letôs spend some time in 

the Scriptures as together our church 

looks at the passages that get us ready 

for Christmas with our Advent study.  

And though I am not sure if itôs theo-

logically important, letôs leave up the 

decorations through the 12 days of 

Christmas to remind everyone that Jesus 

lives forever and didnôt leave our world 

on December 26. 

 

I encourage you all to do the unexpected 

this Christmas and to remind me to do 

the unexpected as well. Letôs see if do-

ing the unexpected makes this Christmas 

season a time when we feel the love of 

God through Jesus Christ, which is the 

best thing we ever receive at any time  

of the year! 

Pastor Jôs Reflections 

Example 2: We are so grateful to God 

that in todayôs difficult world of love 

and commitment, our daughter Mary 

found a man with a strong faith and 

deep family values whom she married in 

May.  We feel blessed to have Jim as a 

part of our family, and look forward to 

both of them making significant contri-

butions to the world together in their 

respective fields of medicine and law. 

 

And final reflection has to do with the 

sidebars of that first Christmas card: 

ñClothing the Naked and Feeding the 

Hungry.ò  Thatôs about living out our 

faith and humbly sharing that with others.  

Specificallyéwhat do you think would 

be the reaction of family and friends if you 

included in your greetings something like 

this: In celebration of all our wonderful 

friends and family, our gratitude to God 

for our many blessings, and in keeping 

with the true spirit of the Christmas sea-

son, we are making a donation to our 

local food pantry in your honor.  We 

hope you will consider doing the same, 

and so ñpay it forward!ò 

 

Somehowéin some wayéI have a  

suspicion that thatôs what a ñrealò 

Christmas card ï a card that could help 

change a life ï might look like. 

 

Advent and Christmas blessings to  

you all!  Keep those cards and letters 

coming!  AndéHappy Birthday, Jesus! 

 

Joyfully yours, 

Pastor Glen 

(continued from page 1) 

The Unexpected at Christmas! 
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SR. HIGH CALENDAR  

Senior High Bible Study 

Wednesday, 7:15 am at the Daily Grind 

Youth Group  

Wednesday, 6-7 pm  

Come and join us as we talk about what 

it means to be a Christian in our world. 

Youth Service Night 

Wednesday, December 14 

Leave for Urbana, 6 pm 

Help Wesley Food Pantry get ready  

to give food to families in need 

Frozen yogurt to follow, return at  

8:15 pm 

Call or text Pastor Jeremiah  

(815-592-3764) if you plan to be there 

Youth Calendar December 2011 

Come, Know Christ Better  

and Change Our World !!!  

No Youth Activities  
 

Wednesday, December  

21 & 28 

(Christmas Vacation) 
 

Activities Resume January 4, 2012 

JR. HIGH CALENDAR  

Youth Group 

Wednesday, 6-7 pm 

Discussion & games 

Join us for food, fun and to learn 

about God. 
 
 

Youth Service Night 

Wednesday, December 14 

Leave for Urbana, 6 pm 

Help Wesley Food Pantry get ready  

to give food to families in need 

Frozen yogurt to follow, return at  

8:15 pm 

Call or text Pastor Jeremiah  

(815-592-3764) if you plan to be there 

ADULT PROGRAMS ñ Schedule 
 
 

December 7 ð How boyõs and girlõs 

brains change throughout childhood ð  

Patricia Murdoch, NP, McKinley Health 

Center 
 

December 14 ð Veggie Tales Movie ð  
The Little Drummer Boy (NEW) 

 

December 21 & 28 ð Christmas Break 

Please Join Us!  
 

5 pm Big Fish Choir  

5 pm Game Time  

5:30 pm Dinner  

6 pm Programs for 

Kids & Adults  

Big Fish Adopt -A -Family 
 

Big Fish will again adopt families this Christmas. Last year we collected over  

$750 to provide three families with presents & a gift card. Drop your donation  

in the BIG FISH COOKIE JAR in the Commons Area on the Welcome  

Center. Earmark your check òAdopt-A- Family.ó  Thank you for sharing! 

Church Family Night Out at Jupiterôs, December 9 
 

At the end of a work week, we all need some time to relax and 

have some fun with our families, friends, and loved ones.  This 

is your invitation to do just that.  On December 9 from 6-8 pm 

at Jupiterôs at the Crossing (near the intersection of Windsor 

and Duncan in Champaign), all ages are invited to get together 

for some food and fellowship. 
 

Jupiterôs is a pizza restaurant and bar and grill that also has 

video games, pool tables, and my (Pastor J) personal favorite, 

Skee-ball.  We picked this location specifically because there 

are things for children to do while their parents or grandparents 

have some food and friendship.  All ages are invited, particu-

larly those families with children. If you plan to attend, please 

RSVP to the church facebook event page, or contact Pastor 

Jeremiah (586-2147 or jthompson@mumc.org).  I hope to see a 

lot of you there. Letôs have a fun evening as a church family. 
 

PS: Wear a Mahomet UMC shirt or t-shirt if you have one 

(there are still t-shirts available for sale at the church for $8). 

We want everyone to know we can have a good time as a 

church family! 
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MAHOMET  UNITED   
METHODIST  WOMEN  

 

Joanna Circle ~ Next meeting is  
Thursday, Dec. 15, 7 pm 

UMW ~ Next meeting is Thursday, Jan. 5 

 

 

 

Deck the Hall  
and Reduce the Debt  

Fa la la la la la la la la  
 

Friday, December 2, 2012 at 6 pm  
 

Needed:  Fourteen people or groups of people to òbuyó a table for eight in the Fellowship Hall 

and decorate it with your best Christmas finery and creativity.  A plain white table cloth will be 

provided or use your own.   

Cost: $120 for whole table or $15 per plate.  You may pay for the table yourself or others can 

pay to sit at your table. 

Contest:  Vote for the best decorated table by putting money in jars. The jar with the most 

money wins with the money going toward debt reduction. 

Menu: Prime rib, chicken breast, baked potatoes, and more.  Your meal will  

be served and cleared by the youth.   

Call the church office today! 

$10 A WEEK 

BUILDS OUR FUTURE 

As of 11/27/11 

$165,465 

 

Bagful of Christmas 
 
 

Deadline: December 18  

òA Bagful of Christmasó  

for members of our 

Church family who 

are homebound, in a 

nursing home or in 

other living situa-

tions that allow  

them limited outings. Please feel free to 

spread òChristmas Cheeró by placing 

items in their tagged Christmas bags.  

 

Gift Suggestions: Christmas cards, 

pocket tissue, hand lotion, stationary, 

stamps, notepad & pen, non-skid 

footies, large print word search,  

crayons & coloring books, soft candy, 

books, magazine subscriptions.  

Mahomet United Methodist Church 
 

BLOOD DRIVE  

Sunday, December 4, 9:30 amïNoon 

Cookie Walk & Mini Bazaar 
Saturday, December 10 
9 am until sellout! 

 

�Ä��Shop at the mini bazaar and find that perfect gift. 
 

�Ä��Come select home baked cookies in all shapes and varieties  

by the boxful for all of your holiday eating or giving pleasure. 
 

�Ä��Remember to hurry in because these cookies go fast! 

Baking cookies for the Cookie Walk is a great 

thing to do for the church.  All proceeds go  

towards mission projects.  That means that all 

profits are given to those in need.  Please consider 

baking five dozen or more of your favorite holi-

day cookies for our famous ñCookie Walkò and 

drop them by the church on Friday, December 9 

before 5 pm or up until 7:30 am Saturday morn-

ing.  Disposable containers are appreciated!     

Homebaked Cookies Needed 


